Modern-Day Knight Training
4.
An Authentic Man Expects the Greater Reward.

Behold I am coming soon.  I am bringing my reward with me and will give to everyone according to what he has done.
- Revelation 22:12 (The Book)

Day 1

Discussion: Contrast Adam’s choices with Christ’s. 

 Adam settled for the ‘quick’ reward he felt he would get from eating of the fruit (knowledge) rather than keeping his eye on the better ‘long-term’ reward from obeying God’s word.
· How did Christ react when presented with all the glory of the kingdoms when Satan presented them to Him? 

· Why would Jesus choose pain and suffering on the cross rather than the reward Satan offered? Read Hebrews 12:1-2.

· What is the Joy that was set before Jesus?  (We are that joy, we are his reward – pretty cool, huh?)

 Expecting the greater reward is an exercise in putting off quick ‘OK’ (sometimes not so OK) rewards for much better rewards in the future.
What kind of character trait does this sound like? (self-control, self discipline).

Name some things we deal with now that are like this?

· Saving money – putting off buying something now so we can afford something better in the future.

· Watching the kinds of things we eat so we’ll be healthier in the long run.
Assignment: What did these bible characters do when faced with quick self-serving choices and long-term real reward?

· Abraham (Genesis 22:15-17, Sacrificing Isaac)

· Lot (Genesis 13:8-13, Chooses where to live)

· Moses (Exodus 2:11-15, Defends a fellow Jew from Egyptian)

· David (1 Samuel 24:2-7, David having the chance to kill Saul)

------------------

Day 2

Discussion: What did Jesus preach about rewards?

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.  Hebrews 11:6

2 Timothy :18-19

Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and should give happily to those in need, always being ready to share with others whatever God has given them. By doing this they will be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven – it is the only safe investment for eternity! And they will be living a fruitful Christian life down here as well.

· From these two passages, what does God base his rewards on?

· Name some of the types of rewards you think Jesus is talking about?

· Do you think it’s only heavenly rewards?

· Can you have rewards here on earth?  Name some of those.

As for heavenly rewards, Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:9:

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.

Assignment:  Even though we can’t imagine what is in store for us, the Bible instructs us to continue to think about what God has in store for us.  We should keep our eyes and thoughts on that greater reward. 
Hebrews 10:35

Do not let this happy trust in the Lord die away, no matter what happens. Remember your reward!
Take time to write down some descriptions of what you think heaven and our reward will be like.
---------------------

. Day 3

Discussion: Talk about how the greater reward applies to a manhood definition.
Why do you think this is part of the manhood definition?


Maturity through self-control.


Being able to recognize what truly is the Greater Reward rather than immediate gratification.

How do you think having this ability will affect you as a son and as a father?

(As a son you should trust in your parents that their instruction is for the greater reward in your life, both here to come on earth and, by teaching you about God, in heaven as well.

As a father, the greater reward is seeing your son become an authentic man, becoming a man of Christ and knowing he will be with you in heaven – now there’s a reward!)

Being an authentic man, and striving to be one, is a great reward on it’s own. It may have it’s challenges but we trust in God and thank Him for the blessings it has brought. 
Assignment: Knowing that God has rewards waiting for you here on Earth and Heaven, and it is His will to give them to us, what should we be doing?

Read Luke 19:11-27 for ideas and to discuss next time.

---------------------

. Day 4

Discussion: Talk about the parable from Luke 19.

How can this be applied?

· God’s giving us some ability, correct?

· Does God expect us to do something with this ability?

· Is what we do with that ability for us or for Him?

· Did it seem that the king was happy to give a reward?

· What words stand out that the King used: (faithful, trustworthy, well done).

1 Peter 5:10

God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to others God’s many kinds of blessings.

So from this passage and Jesus’ parable,  what kind of abilities do you think God’s given each of us and how does he want them used?  

We need to have faith in God who has given us our abilities and expect the greater reward for our faithfulness and being trustworthy to him for what he has given us.
Assignment: Look for ways that we can practice self-discipline in putting off our own immediate gratifications for a Kingdom work that is worthy of the Greater Reward.
