Modern-Day Knight Training
3.
An Authentic Man Leads Courageously 

Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
- 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV)

Day 1

Discussion: What is the definition of Courage?

mental or moral strength to venture, persevere, and withstand danger, fear, or difficulty
Read/Paraphrase p56-p57 for Leading Courageously.
· Authentic men were designed to lead, not follow.
· Adam relinquished his leadership in the garden when he refused to step forward with God’s word and lead his wife.

· Men should aggressively lead with God’s truth.

· Courageous leadership sets personal needs aside.

· The courage to lead with truth rather than surrender to feelings always separates the men from the boys.

Read (Daniel 3:16-18) again and this time talk about how the three Hebrews were courageous even though they knew they may not be delivered.
Assignment: Have sons find examples of their own or assign reading passages about specific  Bible characters to discuss the next day. Gideon / Joshua / Peter / John, etc.

---------------
Day 2
Discussion: Talk about the courageous leadership found in the Bible stories the sons found/were assigned.

Note how courage comes from the Lord

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13

Courage and bravery are an act of putting one’s fear aside – what kind of fears do we have that get in our way of being courageous?

What truths can be found in the Bible about fear?

Deu 31:6
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.

Use and index or www.blueletterbible.com to look up other verses that show how God will help us in the face of  fear. (Romans, Joshua, etc.)
Do you think the more we spend time with God, the less we will fear?

Pray together about God taking away your fears.

Assignment: 
List some modern-day people who have shown courageous leadership in the face of fear.
----------------

Day 3

Discussion: Talk about modern-day people on the list and any others you think are worth bringing up as examples.

Do you think any of them prayed or relied on God to help them lead courageously.  You may want to find a story or two about Washington and Lincoln on how they sought the Lord when they were trying to lead courageously.
I also like retelling the story of a famous baseball reliever who was asked to come into a very important game, late in the innings with runners on and facing a good hitter.  The manager asked if he was OK when he got on the mound. His classic answer was “I’m sure glad my salvation doesn’t depend on this.”  He had his priorities down, with his salvation secure he didn’t have to be afraid of the outcome of a mere game. 

Give an example of how you were able to be brave when you felt like being afraid, recently and when you were a kid.
Did you ask for God’s help?
Ask your son if he has any experiences he’d like to share.

Assignment:  None
-------------------
Day 4
Discussion: Read about Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, how was He displaying courage?
Putting aside his own feelings/needs.

Leading with God’s truth (reciting scripture)

Acting on God’s Word – you shall not worship anyone or anything but God.
Assignment: Look for ways to lead courageously over the next week, where you’ve put aside your feelings/fears, trusted God and shown leadership.
